Middlesbrough Drug/Alcohol Early Identification Tool
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Guidance Notes:
· This tool is for the identification of possible risk factors and is to be used by practitioners or groups of, to reflect on the circumstances of a potentially vulnerable child/young person.

· It is important to note that individual risk factors do not necessarily indicate the need for Initial Assessment, however it is important to continually monitor and review these potential risk factors.

Name:




  D.O.B:

          Date of Review:
	Potential Risk Factors
	Yes/No
	Notes

	· Suspicion/knowledge that the child/young person is involved in drug/alcohol related anti-social behaviour
	
	

	· Known to associate with known drug/alcohol using peer groups
	
	

	Concerns about the child/young person’s mental health
	
	

	Experienced recent/persistent family conflict or disruption
	
	

	Concerns around stability of child/young person’s accommodation or living circumstances (i.e. potential homelessness,  family members drug/alcohol misuse, physical/sexual/emotional abuse or neglect, bereavement) 
	
	

	Concerns around child/young person’s educational needs (i.e. exclusion, absences, attendance, learning difficulties)
	
	


Further Considerations:
· Potential Risk Factors: Presence of these should indicate the need for ongoing monitoring and review.
· Ongoing monitoring- Whether it is necessary/desirable to set a review date for further monitoring. 
· Initial Assessment: Obtain consent from child/young person and consent from parent/carer where appropriate.
	Situation/Circumstances
	Yes/
No
	Proposed Action
	Date for review or completion of Initial Assessment

	Rumour/Suspicion of substance use, but no hard evidence
	
	Ongoing monitoring
	

	Rumour/Suspicion of heavy or inappropriate alcohol use 
	
	Ongoing monitoring
	

	Child/young person has been involved in a drug/alcohol related incident either in school or in other settings
	
	Initial Assessment
	

	Drug using paraphernalia found on child/young person
	
	Initial Assessment
	

	Drugs/Alcohol found on child/young person
	
	Initial Assessment
	

	Known to associate with known drug/alcohol using peer groups involved in heavy consumption
	
	Ongoing monitoring
	

	Child/Young person admitting inappropriate/heavy drug/alcohol use
	
	Initial Assessment
	

	Child/Young Person requesting help
	
	Initial Assessment
	

	Child/Young Person involved in substance related offending
	
	Initial Assessment
	








